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General Information
The mission of the Clara Luper Department of African and African
American Studies (AFAM) is first to exemplify excellence in research,
teaching and service, in accordance with the mission of the University of
Oklahoma (OU) and the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS). Specifically,
AFAM has the mission to provide students with a broad, interdisciplinary
education inclusive of a focus on Africa and the traditional areas of study
of the African American Studies / Black Studies discipline.

The African & African American Studies (AFAM) program offers the B.A.
degree in African & African American Studies. Students earning a B.A.
degree in AFAM must also complete specified University and College of
Arts & Sciences degree requirements. Students may also choose to enroll
with a minor in AFAM.

AFAM courses are exciting, challenging and offer students (from all racial
and ethnic backgrounds) the opportunity to hear and discuss important
content, essential to Africa and the African American experience, in a
constructive learning environment. Students are exposed to different
theoretical approaches, typically taught in Black Studies. All students
should emerge from the program with a clearer understanding of African-
centered thought, as well as alternative paradigms articulated within the
discipline.

In the 1960s, at the inception of the Black Studies discipline, Black
Studies serviced both the campus and the community. Here at OU,
we aim to facilitate dialogue between those on campus and in the
community via education and civic engagement.

African & African American courses are stimulating, thought provoking,
and interdisciplinary. Courses in this program offer students from all
racial and ethnic backgrounds the opportunity to hear and discuss
important content, essential to Africa and the African American
experience in a constructive learning environment.

Career Opportunities
Majoring in African and African American Studies challenges students
with a high level of critical thinking encouraging the growth of knowledge
beyond the bounds of the traditional college program. Learning about
and tackling important societal issues such as poverty and healthcare
provides an understanding that will allow a graduate to stand out to
potential employers.

Graduate of the program have entered graduate schools or the work force
in the following areas:

• Community Service
• Education
• History
• Journalism
• Law
• Nonprofit organizations
• Social services
• The arts
• And many more...

All students should emerge from the program with a clearer
understanding of African-centered thought, as well as alternative
paradigms articulated within the discipline.

Programs & Facilities
AFAM Newsletter
AFAM has a mission to provide studies with a broad, interdisciplinary
education inclusive of a focus on Africa and the traditional areas
of study of the African American Studies/Black Studies Discipline.
The AFAM newsletter highlightz students, faculty, and staff on their
accomplishments, as well as, other program news.

AFAM Scholarships
• Raymond Gary Memorial Scholarship
• The Wayne C. Thompson Memorial Scholarship
• The Ashlee T. Madison Freedom Scholarship

Undergraduate Study
The Department of African and African-American Studies (AFAM)
provides students with the opportunity to engage in the scholarly and
academic study of the African-American experience, using the study
of Africa as a starting point. This interdisciplinary program is intended
to help students develop understanding, perceptions, and attitudes for
living more successfully in the increasingly multicultural world. The
African and African-American Studies program helps prepare students for
employment in many different settings.

Programs Offered
• African and African-American Studies, Bachelor of Arts
• African and African-American Studies, Minor

Courses
AFAM 2003     Introduction to African and African-American
Studies 3 Credit Hours
Introduces students to African and African-American Studies at the
University of Oklahoma, and at other institutions of higher education
in the United States. Students will study the major ideas, concepts,
problems, issues, research and scholars in the field. Provides career
focus and information for students who will major or minor in African and
African-American Studies. (F, Sp) [IV-NW].

AFAM 2113     Africa and the Diaspora 3 Credit Hours
The course introduces students to the study of Africa and the dispersion
of African people throughout the New World. Focus is placed upon the
geographical and historical understanding of the continent of Africa
and the identification of central causes of underdevelopment within the
continent. (Irreg.) [IV NW].

mailto:rsgomez@ou.edu
http://www.ou.edu/cas/afam/
http://www.ou.edu/content/dam/cas/afam/docs/newsletters/AFAM_newsletter_Spring_2016.pdf
http://www.ou.edu/cas/afam/current-students/
http://www.ou.edu/cas/afam/current-students/
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https://catalog.ou.edu/archived-catalogs/2018-2019/arts-sciences/luper-african-american-studies/african-african-american-studies-ba/
https://catalog.ou.edu/archived-catalogs/2018-2019/arts-sciences/luper-african-american-studies/african-african-american-studies-minor/
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AFAM 2913     Perspectives on the Digital Divide: Theory and
Application 3 Credit Hours
This course focuses on the issue of the digital divide and the impact of
computer illiteracy in today's society, with special focus on developing
regions of Africa. The lack of access to communication technologies,
including personal computers and the internet, is examined as an
obstacle to the economic, social and political development in these
regions. Focus is directed to theory and application. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3123     West African and African-American Experiences 3 Credit
Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Provides a basis for understanding discourse
concerning the future of West Africa and Africans in the American
Diaspora. Examines significant issues concerning West African people,
their past, their priorities, and prognoses. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3133     Introduction to African Aesthetics 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Explores the philosophy, culture, and aesthetic
expressions of African Americans before, during, and after enslavement
through a comparison of African and African American culture. Emphasis
is placed upon developing a body of knowledge and analytic skills that
will enable students to deepen their understanding of traditional and
contemporary culture practiced by the African American community.
(Irreg.) [IV-NW].

AFAM 3143     Gospel Music Past and Present 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: junior standing. African and African-American history as
it relates to gospel music. The class correlates the climate and cultural
history with various genres of music that led to gospel music. Individual
artists are studied not in isolation but as part of the larger cultural
context. (F, Sp)

AFAM 3313     A Social History of Black Military Life:
1877-1895 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African and African American
content, or English 1213. Course presents a social history of black
military life during the post-Reconstruction era. Examines the
nexus between the common attitude toward African Americans in
American society and American military racial policy during the post-
Reconstruction era. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3323     Black Military Presence in the American West:
1866-1891 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. After the Civil War, Congress enacted legislation
to authorize regiments of black enlisted men and white officers for
service in cavalry and infantry units throughout the American west. This
course examines African American service and heroism to this nation
from 1866 to 1891 in Texas, Indian Territory, New Mexico, the Dakotas,
Montana, and Arizona. The course is reading and writing intensive. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3333     Blacks in Oklahoma: A Stolen Legacy 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: Junior standing and any 2000-level African and
African American Studies class. This course examines the unique
interrelationships that encouraged black migration into Oklahoma
prior to statehood. The experience of African Americans in Oklahoma
is characterized by the chattel slavery exercised by members of the
five civilized tribes, a legacy of military service and law enforcement,
organized efforts to establish Oklahoma as an all-black state, significant
socio-political activity (led primarily by editors of black newspapers)
and a number of historic cultural contributions. This course will provide
an in-depth exploration of the historic interrelationships, socio-political
activism, economic development and culture of black Oklahomans,
(Irreg.)

AFAM 3343     Black Greek Letter Organizations 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: junior standing or departmental permission and successful
completion of at least one AFAM course. Examines the history and
culture of black greek-letter organizations (BGLOs), the contributions
of the BGLOs (also referred to as historically black fraternities and
sororities) to the black community through leadership and service, and
issues relevant to the future of BGLOs in the 21st century. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3413     African American Education in the United
States 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African-American
content, or English 1213. Examines two major historical features of
African American education: the ways in which the African American
community has sought to educate itself and the ways in which white
Americans have sought to educate African Americans. Emphasis
is placed on the purpose of education, and alternative visions of
educational possibility. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3423     African-American Men 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course the focuses on African and African-American
content, or English 1213. Examines the status and role of the African-
American male, from the perspective of contemporary research and
literature which should frame the extant disclosure and discussions,
policy-making, and future research. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3433     African American Women 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course the focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Examines the history and experience of African
American women, focusing on race, gender, and socio-economic status
and the corresponding effects of these forces in their lives. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3440     Mentored Research Experiences 3 Credit Hours
0 to 3 hours. Prerequisites: ENGL 1113 or equivalent, and permission of
instructor. May be repeated; maximum credit 12 hours. For the inquisitive
student to apply the scholarly processes of the discipline to a research
or creative project under the mentorship of a faculty member. Student
and instructor should complete an Undergraduate Research & Creative
Projects (URCP) Mentoring Agreement and file it with the URCP office.
Not for honors credit. (F, Sp, Su)

AFAM 3453     The Black Athlete in America 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: ENGL 1213 or EXPO 1213 or sophomore standing. Provides
students with a historical and contemporary overview of the Black athlete
in American society. This course will underscore and examine the Black
athlete from a social, political, and cultural perspective. Many of the
misconceptions and deep-seated stereotypes of Black athletes both
in intercollegiate athletics and professional sports will be uncovered.
Additionally, perspectives will be gained on the changing status of Black
athletes and how those changes have engendered the changing of sport,
American society, and critical triumphs within Black culture. (Irreg.)
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AFAM 3513     AFAM Research Methods 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: AFAM major or minor, junior standing. This course is
designed to introduce students to research methods in African and
African American studies. Qualitative and quantitative research methods
are studied, discussed, and undertaken. Course design stresses the
importance of using both methods to cross-validate findings. (Irreg.)

AFAM 3613     Visual Culture and African American Identity:
1895-1939 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: ENGL 1213 or EXPO 1213. Examines the visual commodities
of black and white cultural producers to analyze issues of caste and
class status, gender, and sexuality that historically and currently inform
competing notions of blackness within the public sphere. (Irreg.) [IV-NW].

AFAM 3960     Honors Reading 1-3 Credit Hours
1 to 3 hours. Prerequisite: admission to Honors Program. May be
repeated; maximum credit six hours. Consists of topics designated by the
instructor in keeping with the student's major program. Covers topics not
usually presented in the regular courses.

AFAM 3970     Honors Seminar 1-3 Credit Hours
1 to 3 hours. Prerequisite: admission to Honors Program. May be
repeated; maximum credit six hours. Subjects covered vary. Deals with
concepts not usually treated in regular courses.

AFAM 3980     Honors Research 1-3 Credit Hours
1 to 3 hours. Prerequisite: admission to Honors Program. May be
repeated; maximum credit six hours. Provides an opportunity for the
gifted Honors candidate to work at a special project in the student's field.
(F, Sp, Su)

AFAM 3990     Independent Study 1-3 Credit Hours
1 to 3 hours. Prerequisite: permission of instructor and junior standing.
May be repeated once with change of content. Independent study may
be arranged to study a subject not available through regular course
offerings. (F, Sp, Su)

AFAM 4003     Senior Seminar in African and African-American
Studies 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: completion of 12 hours of required AFAM or AFAM-related
courses. Provides students the opportunity to review and integrate their
study in African and African-American courses. Students will be involved
in academic experiences that facilitate the translation from theory to
practice. Experiences will vary depending on the instructor. (Sp) [V].

AFAM 4010     Special Topics In African And African-American
Studies 1-3 Credit Hours
1 to 3 hours. Prerequisite: junior standing and any course covering
African and African-American issues. May be repeated with change of
content; maximum credit nine hours. Designed to permit the study of
specific and changing issues and problems in AFAM Studies. Course
will also be used for special workshops, conferences, seminars, etc. and
individually planned and supervised activities focused on specific areas
of concern. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4133     Contemporary Visual Art of Africa 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: junior standing and any 2000-level African and African-
American Studies (AFAM) class. This course explores current visual
arts developments in Africa. The course traces the historical evolution,
influences and status of contemporary African art, with special reference
to established visual artists who either work within or outside of Africa.
(Sp)

AFAM 4213     African Dance 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Examines various essential dance movements
from the African Diaspora. Theory and praxis meet in an effort to better
understand the culture and language of dance amongst African people.
(Irreg.) [IV-AF].

AFAM 4233     Blacks and the Movies: Hollywood and Black Independent
Film 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Historical overview of the development of
African American cinema. Examines how film has been used to culturally
define the parameters of black cultural identity and how black cultural
producers promoted alternate constructions of black identity. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4243     The Black Arts Movement 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: ENGL 1213 or EXPO 1213, or permission of instructor, or
junior standing. Examines the literature, art, music, film, and cultural
commentary of the Black Arts Movement. Focuses on the notion
of 'blackness' and the black experience as developed in the cultural
expressions of key figures of the Black Arts Movement, and the
subsequent connection of that movement to further changes in literature,
drama, film, music and art. Also explores the emergence of a critical
discourse specific to a "new" black aesthetic. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4313     Harlem Renaissance 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Examines the artistic and literary strivings of
African Americans produced during the period between the post-World
War I era and the Great Depression. Examines work of individual artists
and literary figures. Also examines the impact of African and African
American aesthetics on the development of American Modernism. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4413     Issues in the African American Family 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. The purpose of the class is to explore the inter-
and intra-structural components of the African American family using
an applied social systems and ecological approach. Great emphasis
will be placed on historical and concurrent social, religious, political and
economic factors that influence the psyche of both the family and in a
broader sense a culture rooted in the Afrocentric paradigm. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4423     African American Health Issues 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses upon African or African American
content, or English 1213. Examines health problems, health status, and
health behavior of African American men and women. A life course
perspective is emphasized from birth to later life. It is assumed that
being African American predisposes persons to health problems that
increase the risk of disease or that influence health based on the diversity
of cultural beliefs, values, and practices. Access to health services will be
addressed. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4443     African American Mental Health 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: English 1213 or Expository Writing 1213. Introduces
issues related to African American mental health in this country. Topics
discussed and explored in this course will cover the past, present, and
future states of mental health in the African American community.
Students will investigate their personal history of mental health and
uncover ways that those histories relate to and connect with the issues
addressed throughout the course. (F)
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AFAM 4463     African American Psychology 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: junior standing or departmental permission and successful
completion of at least one AFAM course. Examines the psychology of the
African American experience with an overview of Black/African American
psychology as an evolving field of study and considers the Black/African
American Psychology paradigm as one of the key conceptual frameworks
for understanding the psychological experiences of African Americans.
Explores a range of topics that pertain to the psychological experiences
of African Americans such as racism and discrimination, achievement
and schooling, kinship and family, racial identity, religion and spirituality,
and African American mental health. (F, Su)

AFAM 4613     African American Music Traditions 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Examines African cultural retentions in African
American music. Emphasis is placed upon traditional African rhythms,
attitudes, themes, and sounds. Investigates how these devices inform
African American musical traditions. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4623     Hip Hop Culture and Contemporary America 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Historical inquiry into behavioral and
sociopolitical trends of hip hop culture. Attempts to codify and recognize
dominant cultural attitudes, concepts and paradigms as global
phenomenon shaping understanding of contemporary African American
character, identity, and culture. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4633     African American Religious Traditions 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. An anthropological and historical inquiry
into the nature of the religious experience of Africans enslaved and
involuntarily brought to the United States. Emphasis is placed upon the
identification and understanding of the central cultural and religious
practices and products form black peoples' experiences of the holy.
(Irreg.)

AFAM 4663     Race, Power, and Privilege 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: English 1213/Expository Writing 1213. Focuses on the
critical analysis of what it means to be white in the United States,
including analysis of the sociocultural construction of race and
whiteness; the intersections of racial identity with gender, class, and
sexuality; and the relationships among racial identity, power and privilege.
(Irreg.)

AFAM 4713     Afrocentric Thinking and the Civil Rights
Movement 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Examines afrocentric thinking and identifies
key afrocentric patterns and strategies within the civil rights movement.
Students will analyze African American leadership and how leaders
brought afrocentric thinking to the forefront. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4723     Leadership in the African American
Community 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course that focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Comprehensive analysis of leadership skills
and development from afrocentric perspective applied historically for
social change; how these strategies are enacted for empowerment within
contemporary society. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4733     Civil Rights Law: Employment and Education 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: any course the focuses on African or African American
content, or English 1213. Analyzes civil rights law in employment
and education. Focuses on laws that address discrimination, equal
employment opportunity, equal educational opportunity and affirmative
action, as well as the legal foundation for diversity initiatives. Examines
regulations of enforcement agencies, and agency grievance procedures,
including selected court cases. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4743     Black Women and Leadership 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: ENGL 1213 or EXPO 1213, and junior standing. Explores
issues and strategies related to the roles and responsibilities of women
in leadership positions and public service. The focus will be on African-
American female leaders in diverse contexts. Do women have an
identifiably different ways of leading? How does leadership manifest
itself in the public arena? Why does women's public leadership matter?
This course is also designed to examine the historical, sociological,
psychological, political, economic, and ethical perspectives related to
leadership development and practice. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4753     History of the Black Panther Party 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: ENGL 1213 or EXPO 1213, or permission of instructor, or
sophomore standing. Examines the origins, development, and demise
of the Black Panther Party. Its successes and failures are illuminated.
The unity and oneness of mind of its members shows that it was one of
the most effective protest organizations of the twentieth century. In the
process, students will learn about and discuss not only its strengths and
weaknesses but also the forces the party often found itself up against.
(Irreg.)

AFAM 4763     The History of Lynching and Racial Violence in
America 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: English 1213 or Expository Writing 1213 with a grade of C or
better. Explores the historical development of lynching, survey of lynching
and its impact on American society; investigates the ways race, class,
gender, and sexuality shaped particular lynching episodes, justifications
for the practice and the historical legacy. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4813     Prison Industrial Complex 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: ENGL 1213 or EXPO 1213, or permission of instructor,
or junior standing. The American prison industrial complex is a
phenomenon with roots in American prison history, convict leasing, and
the proliferation of prison industries. Designed to familiarize students
with the phenomenon, how it came to exist, and the impact it has had and
is having on American society in general, and on the African American
community in particular. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4823     African American Politics and Public Policy 3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: ENGL 1213 or EXPO 1213, or permission of instructor, or
junior standing. Focuses on the African American experience and politics,
examining the history and experience from the civil rights era to the
election of President Barack Obama. Materials will discuss grassroots
and national political agendas, and explore the politics of topics such
as environmental justice, healthcare, literature, music, sexuality and
voting. Students will define their own political stances and explore how
they would determine a goal, build coalitions, and develop public policy
agendas and strategies. Imagine you are advising a president as well as
your neighbors. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4960     Directed Readings 1-4 Credit Hours
1 to 4 hours. Prerequisite: good standing in University; permission of
instructor and dean. May be repeated; maximum credit four hours.
Designed for upper-division students who need opportunity to study a
specific problem in greater depth than formal course content permits.
(Irreg.)
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AFAM 4970     Special Topics/Seminar 1-3 Credit Hours
1 to 3 hours. Prerequisite: Senior standing or permission of instructor.
May be repeated; maximum credit nine hours. Special topics or seminar
course for content not currently offered in regularly scheduled courses.
May include library and/or laboratory research and field projects. (Irreg.)

AFAM 4990     Independent Study 1-3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite: permission of instructor. Permits the student to study in
depth, under the guidance of the instructor, particular and special African
and African-American topics of interest to the student and within the
expertise of the instructor. Generally, students and the instructor meet
to determine the nature of independent study, schedule progress reports
and meetings, timelines for the submission of assignments, nature of the
evaluation process and culminating effort or activity. (F, Sp, Su)
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Davidson Jeanette R 1997 ADJUNCT
ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR OF
LIBERAL STUDIES,
2009; PROFESSOR
OF AFRICAN AND
AFRICAN-AMERICAN
STUDIES, 2012

PhD, Univ of Texas
Arlington, 1991;
MSW, Univ of Texas
Arlington, 1983; BA,
Univ of Strathclyde,
1975

Graham Greg A 2013 ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR OF
AFRICAN AND
AFRICAN AMERICAN
STUDIES, 2013

PhD, Temple Univ,
2013; MS, Univ of The
West Indies, 2000;
BA, Univ of The West
Indies, 1998

Hill Karlos K 2016 ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR
OF AFRICAN
AND AFRICAN-
AMERICAN STUDIES,
2015; DIRECTOR,
DEPARTMENT OF
AFRICAN AND
AFRICAN-AMERICAN
STUDIES, 2018

PhD, Univ of Illinois,
2009; BA, Macalester
College, 2002


